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Domestic abuse and violence against 
women. Those problems have plagued the 
planet since the beginning of human inter-
action. It is prevalent all over our world, 
nation, state, and neighborhoods. But is 
this issue more common on the Bad River 
Reservation than we might think? 
   ñYes,ò said Hiedi-Beth Burns, who for 
20 years has devoted her professional life 
to understanding and helping victims of 
domestic abuse. ñAnd now with COVID 
itôs even worse, because they (victims) are 
actually ï I donôt want to use this word ï  
but itôs true, they are trapped in their 
homes and having that controlling partner 
makes it very difficult for them to reach 
out or even have those safety nets with 
friends who they could talk to.ò 
   As manager of the Zhawenindig Program 
Services, Burns leads a dedicated staff of 

professionals who address the scourge of 
domestic abuse and violence. Members of 
that staff include: Darla Oô Claire, child 
advocate; Brigette Mayotte, Ikwewag ad-
vocate; Maggie Morrison, crime victim 
coordinator; Hope Mayotte, crime victim 
legal support advocate; and Samantha 
Hmielewski, crime victim advocate. And 

when Burns fills the vacancy of crime vic-
tim administration assistant, she will have 
a team of seven in the fight against abuse 
and domestic violence. 
   Morrison just joined the staff in August 
as crime victim coordinator. She has an 
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associate degree in human 
services from WITC. 
  ñBecause of COVID it has 
been a little more difficult,ò 
Morrison said. ñYou donôt 
get to interact as much. I 
worked for Social Services 
previously, here in Bad Riv-
er. I ran Biizindadedah, it 
was a prevention program 
that worked with youth and 
their families. So, I did that 
for a year and then I started 
in this position. It has been 
thoroughly rewarding in 
working for social services 
as a whole.ò 
   ñBiizindadedah,ò is Ojib-
we for ñlistening to one an-
other,ò a perfect fit for Mor-
risonôs new role. 
  Burnsô official title is man-
ager/domestic & sexual 
abuse and legal lay advocate 
for Bad River. But a better 
title, perhaps, might be, 
ñperson who cares deeply.ò 

  And she has for more than 
20 years, after taking over 
for Shelley Beam, the first-
ever coordinator who started 
the program in 1992. In the 
beginning, Burns said, ñWe 
were an outreach program 
for the New Day Shelter in 
Ashland.ò 
   At the root of the problem 
of domestic abuse on the 
Reservation, Burns said, are 
unreported cases.  
  ñWe have to remember all 
the unreported cases,ò she 
said. 
  She pointed to the close 
proximity of the Michigan 
and Minnesota borders as 
cause for concern. 
  ñMany of the women are 
taken from this area and 
brought to those states and 
harmed in some way and 
then brought back,ò Burns 
said. ñThat speaks volumes. 
And again, unreported.ò 
   Just why donôt victims 
report the abuse? 
   ñWell, theyôre threatened 
if they tell, ósomebody, will 
come back and harm you,ô ò  

Burns said. ñAnd they are 
shamed for what they may 
have done. And they are 
blamed by their captor, letôs 
say.  
  ñThey feel that theyôre not 
worthy or even that anyone 
would believe them or un-
derstand. There are variables 
of why. And thatôs with all 
crimes against individuals. 
They just donôt feel like any-
one will understand, listen 
and believe them.ò 
   And thatôs where Burns 
and her program staffers step 
in, offering understanding, 
help and hope. And, of 
course, ears to listen. Some-
times, just being there to 
listen helps victims cope. 
  ñHaving 20-plus years of 
experience in this line of 
work, with these individuals, 
in this community to me 
speaks volumes,ò Burns 
said. ñBecause Iôve built that 
trust already. Iôve built that 
safety protection, and priva-
cy matters, with confidenti-
ality as key. Thatôs been es-
tablished.ò 

   And thereôs plenty to do, 
plenty of women who are 
reaching out for help. 
  ñToday is Tuesday morn-
ing, shortly after 10, and 
Iôve already helped five 
women with something, 
from Monday morning until 
now,ò she said. ñFive wom-
en with something.ò 
  Most victims call or text 
her office, and when they 
do, Burns said a typical, 
comforting response has 
been: ñI believe you. And 
Iôm here to listen. If itôs just 
listening to them for the first 
time, thatôs fine. And I al-
ways ask, what do you need? 
What can I help you with? 
What can we move forward 
with? I remind them to use 
their medicines and to drink 
their water and to pray. And 
to believe what they believe. 
And strongly seek healing.ò 
   And, at present, itôs good 
that victims have texting and 
phones to make those im-
portant contacts, because the 
office building of the 
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Zhawenindig Program Services is a bit 
hard to find. 
  It is located at 53703 Oak Street, but 
right now there is no identifying sign-
age or street number on the long, beige 
building with the wheelchair ramp. 
Both features are coming soon, Burns 
said. 
  ñWe were actually in the process of 
trying to get a sign for the building,ò 
she said, laughing. ñWe donôt want it 
to be the community secret. We want 
people to know we are here and weôre 
providing a service. Itôs that we make 
sure they are protected when they enter 
the door.ò 
  For years, Hiedi-Beth Burns should 
have carried a sign as well, when it 
came to the spelling of her first name. 
That is, indeed, the correct spelling of 
ñHiedi.ò When naming her, Hiedi-
Bethôs father, Robert ñTootsò Tutor, 

Sr.Σ strictly followed the oft-quoted, 
but misleading 
English guideline 
of, ñi before e ex-
cept after c.ò And 
he also threw in a 
hyphen. 
  How often has she 
seen her name mis-
spelled? ñAlways,ò 
she said. 
  Hiedi-Beth and 
her husband, Wil-
liam ñBillò Burns, 
Sr., raised 10 chil-
dren, six sons and 
four daughters, so 
that big family, 
coupled with her 20 
years on the job in 
social services have 
made her an expert 
in human relations. 
  Her enthusiasm and positive attitude 
for her work are clearly evident in her 
voice and eyes. But this job, to be sure, 

has had its difficult moments. 
  ñIn my early years I used to be very 
frustrated because there used to be, and 
there still is, more dog shelters than 
there are shelters for victims of domes-
tic and sexual violence,ò Burns said. 

ñSo that alone, speaks 
volumes.ò 
   That, of course, has 
not been the only frus-
tration. 
  ñAnd then accounta-
bility for offenders, itôs 
minimal,ò Burns said. 
ñThey get misdemean-
ors for their violence 
sometimes. Over the 
last, Iôd say eight years, 
with the gun violence 
that has occurred it has 
made changes, but itôs 
pretty sad that our vic-
tims have to be mur-
dered.ò 
   But, through it all, 
she remembers that her 
work isnôt about her. 

  ñI remind myself; this isnôt my jour-
ney, this is theirs,ò Burns said. ñThis is 
their story. Many victims, that trust 
they need to receive to open up and tell 

their story is key. So, being fair, being 
honest, being there for them, lessens 
the frustrations. 
  ñI just look at it as, ówhat if it was 
me? Who would help me?ô But, in turn 
I help them.ò 
  But the rewards, too, are many and 
gratifying when Burns and her staff 
realize they have helped people. 
  ñThat comes when they look at you 
and say, óThank you. There was no-
body else. I asked, I was so fearful, but 
you helped me,ô ò she said. ñRealizing 
that these victims are now changing 
their lives and living violence-free. 
And moving on in a better way.ò 
  And Hiedi-Beth has a reminder for 
all, as the last days of the month slip 
away. 
 ñOctober is Domestic Violence 
Awareness month,ò she said. ñIf you 
think someone is being harmed, reach 
out to them. Make sure that theyôre OK 
and ask them if they want to be given 
help.ò 
   Because help is here, to be sure. 
 
Send email to Richard J. Pufall at News-
Letter@BadRiver-nsn.gov 
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 òI remind my-

self; this isnõt 

my journey, 

this is theirs. 

òThis is their 

story.ó 
  ñ Hiedi-Beth Burns  
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Five Native women leaders from Wis-
consin, Minnesota, and Michigan met in 
September during a virtual Native Ameri-
can talking circle to discuss the Demo-
cratic presidential and vice-presidential 
candidates. 
  The public event was organized as a 
Native American talking circle, but it 
ended being what could be the first na-
tional campaign focused exclusively on 
Native women. 
  Convened by the Biden-Harris cam-
paign, the meeting highlights the im-
portance of the Native vote in the upcom-
ing presidential election on November 3. 
  And there are numbers that are signifi-
cant. In Wisconsin, more than 54,000 
people claim Native ancestry, according 
to the 2010 United States Census. Presi-
dent Donald Trump won Wisconsin by 
22,748 votes in 2016. According to the 
Washington Post, 1.5 percent of eligible 
voters in Wisconsin in 2018 were either 
Native American or Alaskan Native. 
  And thatôs just a start. There are more 
Native voters than the winning percent-
age from 2016 in at least six other states: 
Arizona, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, 
Colorado, and North Carolina. 
  North Carolina was the first state voting; 
both in-person and with mail-in ballots. 
  This kind of math shows Native voters 
could determine the next president. And 
that sense was reflected in the talking 
circle. 
  Participants included Minnesota Lt. 
Gov. Peggy Flanagan, White Earth Ojib-
we; Tricia Zunker, Ho-Chunk Nation, 
associate justice of the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Supreme Court and candidate for Wis-
consinôs 7th Congressional District; 
Shannon Holsey, president of the Stock-
bridge-Munsee Community Band of Indi-
ans of Wisconsin; Shelley Buck, presi-
dent of the Prairie Island Indian Commu-
nity of Minnesota; and Whitney Gravelle, 
tribal attorney and citizen of Bay Mills 
Indian Community of Michigan. Gravelle 
is also a member of the Michigan Wom-

enôs Commission. 
  Rachel Banks Kupcho, Leech Lake 
Band Ojibwe, Minnesota Native engage-
ment director, Arvina Martin, Ho-Chunk 
and Stockbridge-Munsee Community of 
Indians, Wisconsin Native Vote director, 
and Rose Dady, Michigan Coalitions di-
rector, posed questions to the leaders 
about issues important for each communi-
ty and Native Americans in general in 
relation to the election. 
  According to Zunker, respect for tribal 
sovereignty and treaty rights is an over-
arching concern for tribes. She shared an 
anecdote about visiting the Red Cliff 
Band of Chippewa Indians shortly after 
they signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the state of Wisconsin De-
partment of Public Instruction promising 
greater integration of Native language and 
culture into the stateôs public school cur-
riculum. 
  Zunker said she congratulated tribal 
leaders and added, ñWe already have 
memorandums of understanding with 
state and federal governments; theyôre 
called treaties.ò 

  Zunker also emphasized the importance 
of having a Native person at the table 
during discussions among elected leaders 
when determining state and federal poli-
cies regarding education, health, social 
welfare and environmental issues. 
  She and her colleagues spoke about the 
importance of getting out the vote among 
Native people. 
  Clara Lee Pratte, Din®, national tribal 
engagement director for the Biden-Harris 
campaign, noted that up to 34 percent of 
eligible Native voters donôt vote. Pratte 
opened the meeting. 
  ñThatôs 2 million voices that go un-
heard,ò she said. 
  Pratte and others ended the meeting with 
a call to action for Native people to regis-
ter, vote and help family and community 
members do the same. 
 
  Mary Annette Pember, citizen of the Red 
Cliff Ojibwe tribe, is national corre-
spondent for Indian Country Today. On 
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